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STATE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS SYSTEM, HOWARD GOVERNMENT TAKEOVER 

233. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Premier: 
Will the Premier please update the house on the Howard government’s power-hungry attempts to take over the 
state industrial relations system? 
Several members interjected. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
Mr Speaker, is it not interesting that the first question that came from the opposition today did not deal with the 
most important issue in Australia today; that is, the attempt by the commonwealth government to intrude upon 
this state Parliament’s powers and take over industrial relations legislation, and in the process undermine the 
living conditions and the working conditions of families throughout the state of Western Australia.  I am very 
pleased to hear the comments made by Queensland senator-elect Barnaby Joyce.  He said that he will vote 
against the Howard government’s industrial relations push because - 

. . . if we judge that it . . .  fundamentally impinged on the states rights, then any senator in that state 
should vote against it,” he said. 
“I think any senator if they’re doing their job should be judging whether the legislation violates their 
states rights. 

. . . it’s fundamental in our constitution that your job in the Senate is to represent your state above and 
beyond any other allegiances to other forms.” 

Mr Joyce has clearly considered this matter and indicated that, on behalf of our federal system, he will vote 
against that legislation.  It is very important that our Western Australian senators do the same thing.  It is also 
important that they say they will do the same thing.  When I go to the Council of Australian Governments 
meeting this Friday, the Prime Minister will ask the states to transfer their power to the commonwealth.  The 
Western Australian government will say no.  We would like to think that we have the support of the state 
Parliament and the people when we register our position at that meeting and say no.  I call upon all of Western 
Australia’s Liberal senators, who have the ability to make a difference here - we know that the Labor senators 
will vote against this legislation - to declare their opposition to this intrusion upon the rights of this Parliament to 
determine legislation that affects working and living conditions for Western Australian families.  That is very 
important.   

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected.  

The SPEAKER:  I call to order the member for Vasse for the first time.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I also inform the house that the Minister for Defence, Senator Robert Hill, announced today 
that the Australian Submarine Corporation has been chosen to build three air warfare destroyers, worth up to 
$6 billion.  I congratulate the Premier of South Australia on that, and indicate to the house that this will be very 
good news for Western Australia.  We formed an alliance with South Australia against the larger states on this 
issue.  Up to 70 per cent of the module construction will be done outside South Australia, with potentially half of 
that work coming to Western Australia.  We have been putting a lot of resources into the defence and 
shipbuilding industries in Western Australia through the provision of infrastructure.  This is certainly great news 
for South Australia, but it is also great news for Western Australia.   

How does this relate to the question from the member for Mindarie?  Australia is doing very well at the moment 
because its state governments are performing well.  This effort on the part of the commonwealth government to 
intrude upon our powers and attempt to take over functions that are the traditional province of the state 
government is somewhat ironic, given the abysmal performance of the federal Department of Immigration and 
Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs today.  How ironic it is that the commonwealth wants to extend its powers 
over administration, when its own immigration department is in the midst of a massive crisis resulting from poor 
administration.  Western Australia is proud of its achievements, its Parliament and what it can do, and we will 
stand firm against the commonwealth government, which is attempting to intrude upon state powers.  
 


